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Thank you for your generous support this past year! Your
contributions have helped make 2023-24 an incredible year of
growth and achievement for JML.

In January, we expanded our digital presence with a website
redesign.  If you haven’t visited us online at www.jmlibrary.org
we invite you to see the new site. We joined OCLC’s national
finding aid network, Archive Grid, to make our collections even
more visible to researchers across the country. We also
entered a ten-year agreement with Ancestry.com as an
Institutional partner, which ensures continued free access to
their suite of worldwide genealogical tools and services from
our Reading Room. 

One of our major accomplishments this year was to expand
our staff with the addition of a professionally trained
archivist.  This has enabled us to better care for and preserve
materials. As a result, we’ve grown our collections significantly
in terms of materials and equipment. Your gifts this year
directly supported the restoration of three works and the
authentication of an historically significant pike from John
Brown’s raid on Harper’s Ferry (right). 

In 2023, the Board of Trustees unanimously adopted a
strategic vision to strengthen the library as a vital, robust, and
expert resource. As we look to the future, guided by our newly
adopted Focus 2025 Strategic Plan, we're excited to continue
this journey of growth and discovery. 

None of this would be possible without our incredible team of
donors, volunteers, and staff.  Your commitment and support
has been instrumental in preserving our shared history and
making it accessible to all.  Jones Memorial Library relies
entirely on private donations and receives no government
funding. We rely on your support of monetary gifts, time, and
historic materials that share the story of our city and region.
We are very grateful for the many gifts of materials for the
collections that we received this year. Those donations are
listed as gifts-in-kind on our donor honor roll. 

On behalf of the Board and staff, thank you! 
 

Gerard Sherayko, Ph.D.     Deborah A. Smith, M.L.I.S. 
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100%
Board of Trustees

participation in 
Annual Fund

Front cover: 
JML summer intern Hannah Lambach
cleans some of the  1,000 rare books
in JML’s collections before wrapping
them for long-term storage in our
climate-controlled stacks. 

In March, JML had this
pike  (left) evaluated by
Perry Adams Antiques in
Richmond.  

The pike has a double-
edged blade of forged
cast steel with an iron
cross-guard affixed to a
yellow pine shaft. It was
one of 950 ordered by
abolitionist John Brown
for his 1857 raid on the
federal arsenal at
Harper’s Ferry.

The pike, #270, was
obtained by E.A. Craighill
following Brown’s
capture.  Craighill later
gave it to his brother,
George E. Craighill, who
donated it in 1901 to the
Garland-Rodes Camp of
Confederate Veterans.
The pike later came to
JML.

In 2024-25, JML is
designating funds from
our conservation budget
to install a custom-made
display case.  The pike
will then be placed on
permanent exhibit in our
Reading Room.

In January, JML
published a dataset
and article with the
Journal of Slavery &
Data Preservation.
The dataset names
and enumerates more
than 200 enslaved
persons who were
listed in Manuscript
1047, the  Seth
Woodroof Account
Book (above). Our May
lecture, “Uncovering
the Lynchburg Slave
Trade” shared details
of the transcription
project and is
available on our
YouTube channel.

* Nominee for October start



Engaging with
JML’s Collections

Clockwise, from top left:  
JML Research Assistant Nancy Jamerson Weiland processes the Frances Allen collection of
correspondence;  volunteers from L3Harris Technologies, Inc. shift materials in the stacks
during United Way Day of Caring; Allie Modzelewski helps to organize materials in the
collection stacks;  volunteer (and retired librarian) Carolyn Sherayko inventories books and
oversized materials;  JML Executive Director Deborah Smith (center left) welcomes Dennis
Clark (Librarian of Virginia, center) for a visit with area librarians; staff from Lynchburg
Public Library tour the Four Women: A Dunbar Branch Centennial exhibit.

900
rare books 

cleaned 

From February to August a special
exhibit in our Reading Room
marked the 100th anniversary of
Lynchburg’s historic Dunbar
Branch. The Dunbar library was
JML’s first branch, establishing
segregated library service to
African-Americans in the city in
1924. Exhibit panels are on loan to
Dunbar Middle School this year.
The exhibit is also available in
digital format on our website.

70+
staff training

hours

15
 flat file 
cabinets

added



Jones Memorial Library received several gifts of
materials and equipment this year.  

In the spring, Bill Inge and Meg Poston (pictured
right) generously donated more than a dozen flat
file storage cabinets.  Their gift, in memory of local
architect Harrison Trueheart Poston, has a
significant, positive impact on our ability to better
preserve long-term more than 5,000+ architectural
plans, maps, and blueprints in our Lynchburg
Architectural Archives.  

In addition to many gifts-in-kind of materials, we
received several larger collections courtesy of
Marjorie Huiner, Edie and Cham Light, Travis
McDonald, and John M. Storton.  These
collections include family papers, letters, research
materials, and architectural plans. As materials are
received, staff create Finding Aids and process the
papers to make them available to researchers.
Print materials are also assessed for their
suitability for future digitization.

The library board and staff are grateful for these
gifts which advance the mission of the Library and
document the city’s history. Thank you!

2023-24 Donations

Endowment
value as of 

06-30-2024

$6,327,941

Interns &
volunteers
2023-24 

$310,366
Operating expenses 2023-24

In July, Research Assistant
Chuck Bradner (immediate
right) retired from the library.
Chuck was a familiar face in our
Reading Room for more than 16
years. Congrats, Chuck!

Bill Inge and Meg Poston donated more than a dozen flat
file architectural cabinets to JML in the spring.  Their gift,
in memory of Meg’s grandfather Harrison Trueheart
Poston, will greatly enhance long-term preservation of
JML’s maps, blueprints, and plans.
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2023-24 Donors
$5,000 and above
E.F. & Elizabeth Burmahln Fund
Greater Lynchburg Community Foundation
     Sackett-Graves Fund & Lucy Woodall Harris Fund

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous
Jim & Valerie Burruss
Lynchburg Committee of the NSCDA in VA
Dr. Trellou J. Pond

$500 - $999
Dr. & Mrs. Robert H. Bowden Jr.
S. Allen Chambers Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Leighton Houck
Jim & Nancy Hunter
KVA Foundation 
Robert Leslie

$250 - $499
John M. Bell
Louise & Buck Bradley
Mr. & Mrs. C. L. Christian III
Dodson Pest Control
Carolyn G. Frazier
Mr. & Mrs. Michael B. Harrington
Edie & Cham Light
Betty & Howard Ligon
Mary Kathryn & Bill McIntosh
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph M. Seiffert
Martha & Paul Seufer
Virginia Association of Museums
Kenneth S. & Jane # B. White

Annual Fund
donations

186
Donors

Donations made between July 01, 2023 and June 30, 2024. If we have made an error or omission when
listing your name or gift, please let us know so we may correct our records. Thank you.

# Deceased

$37,415

Gifts in honor of 
Nancy Marion
     Carolyn G. Frazier
Mary Kathryn McIntosh
     Dr. Lewis A. Arthur
Dr. Barry Moore & Soledad Moore
     Carollyn Lee Peerman
L. Kimball Payne III
     Randy Nelson
Dr. Jim & Mrs. Marion Price
     William & Martha Goodman
Gerard Sherayko 
     Marty & Jim Wright
Deborah Smith
     Ted Delaney
     Sandra Treadway
Nancy Weiland
     Sarah & Matthew Osborn
     Carole M. Royer

O.B. Barker III
     Betty Jean Barker
Wilma Childers
     Thomas Childers
John Crank & Judith B. Crank
     David M. Crank
Troy William Deacon
     Mary Kathryn & Bill McIntosh
John D. Doyle Jr.
     Mrs. John D. Doyle Jr.
Dr. Peter W. Houck
     H. & Sue Cary
Louise Brannan Davis Hume
     Jeffery E. Hume-Pratuch
Beatrice Gordon Johnson
     Dr. Myra Gordon
Tom Ledford
     Mr. Douglas K. Harvey
Thomas E. Marshall III
     Thomas Marshall IV
 Ronald McDaniel
     Judy Bryant
     Pat G. Ferguson
     Beth McDaniel

Gifts in memory of

Left: Lapel pins for long-term board members
and volunteers are modeled on door knobs from
JML’s original building at 434 Rivermont
Avenue. The pins honor the dedicated service
which connects our historical collections with
Lynchburgers and researchers across the world. 

Mary Molyneux Abrams
     Carolyn G. Frazier
Chuck Bradner
     Joan Logan Brooks (FY25)    
     S. Allen Chambers Jr.
     Elizabeth & Wayne Coleman
     Carolyn G. Frazier
     Nadine McFarland (FY25)
     Mary Kathryn McIntosh (FY25)
     Clifton & Bundy Potter (FY25)
     Dolly F. Pugh
     Phyllis Webb (FY25)
     Kenneth S. & Jane # B. White
Al Chambers
     Carolyn G. Frazier
JML Staff
     Mary Gough
     Nancy T. McGlasson
Cham Light
     Parker H. Lee III
     Norman & Gail Porter

William McBratney
     Dr. & Mrs. B.P. Edmunds Jr.
     Martha & Paul Seufer
     Jim & Nancy Hunter
     George D. Vermilya Jr.
William E. McRorie
     Hope F. McRorie
Jeanne Douglass Mead
     Melinda Mead
William & Jeanne Mead
     Alan Douglass
Peck Merchant
     Douglas MacLeod
John D. Owen
     John & Persis Tinsley
Harrison Trueheart Poston
     Bill Inge & Meg Poston
Iris Cundiff Powell
      Arlene D. Cundiff
Thelma M. Preble
      Drs. Clifton & Dorothy Potter
Delbert Spangler
     Rebecca S. Spangler
J.P. Vaughan
     William Hansen
Billy Wilson
     Mitch Garbee



Mary S. Anderson
John M. Bell
Carolyn C. Bergdoll
Scott & Debbie Braband
Robert E. Brown
Sandra Carrington
H. & Sue Cary
Deborah L. Clayton
Martha Conde
David M. Crank
Maegan Crews Fallen 
Harry Glenn Cumby
Vince & Glenda Desmond
Patricia E. Douglas
Alan Douglass
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Driskill
Georgie Easter
Dr. & Mrs. B.P. Edmunds Jr.
William & Elizabeth Farmer
Charlotte A. Fischer
Leonard & Elizabeth Gereau
William & Martha Goodman
Dr. Myra Gordon
Jan Gray
Max Guggenheimer Jr.
Mr. Douglas K. Harvey
Chip Harvey
Hermina Hendricks
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Hicks
Bill & Anita Hildebrandt
Shanda & Garnett Horner
Marjorie Huiner
Jeffery E. Hume-Pratuch

V. Cassel Adamson Jr.
Ellen & Lloyd Agnew
John & Helen Arnold
Dr. Lewis A. Arthur
Janice L. Baker
Betty Jean Barker
Blackwell Press
Blue Ridge Chapter NSDAR
Mike & Pam Bradford
Lisa Broughman
Judy Bryant
Linda Carroll
Thomas Childers
Elizabeth & Wayne Coleman
Arlene D. Cundliff
Ted Delaney
Diamond Hill Historic Society
Marge Dillard
Dominion Seven Architects
John E. & Katherine C. Douglas
Mrs. John D. Doyle Jr.
Amelia T. Driskill
Ann Echols
Linda Eubank
Marion L. Farmer
Ann & Rodger Fauber
Vicky Fenimore
Pat G. Ferguson
Marjorie & Joseph Freeman
Mitch Garbee
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Garland
William & Lucile Gayle
Marsha & Bob Gillette
Mary W. Gough
Elizabeth W. Hancock
William & Kathryn Hansen
Lucy Harper
D. Alexander Holiday
Christie & Kevin Hooper
Kelli Hopkins-Baker
Martha Houck
Kiwanis Club of Lynchburg
John C. Kolbe
Anne Lewis Leyden
Ernest Lompa
Lynchburg Baseball LLC
Lynchburg Retired Teachers Assoc.
Catherine Lynn
Douglas MacLeod
Catherine & Michael Madden
Aubrey Mason
Beth McDaniel

Nancy T. McGlasson
Sandy & Anne McKenna
Hope F. McRorie
Maria Mitchell
Norman K. Moon
Moriarty Consulting Inc.
Dr. Richard Morris
Randy Nelson
David Neumeyer
Mr. & Mrs. L. Kimball Payne III
Dr. & Mrs. James M. Peery III
Holly & Mosby Perrow
Irene Polk
Norman & Gail Porter
Drs. Clifton & Dorothy Potter
John & Monica Prahinski
Dolly F. Pugh
Randolph College
Rotary Club of Lynchburg
Jack Schewel
Marc A. Schewel
Gerard & Carolyn Sherayko
Deborah A. Smith
Tina Stangle
Martha & Ray Stokes
A. Kendall Sydnor
John & Persis Tinsley
Sandra Treadway
VA State Chapter P.E.O. Sisterhood
Kay & Kent Van Allen
Leigh M. Vaughan
George D. Vermilya Jr.
Cornelia Vranian
Diane & Billy Walker
J. Marie Waller
Mr. & Mrs. Peter O. Ward Jr.
Joy Watkins
Robert C. Watts III
Mr. & Mrs. T. Ashby Watts III
Carole Stalling Whittle
Laura G. Wigington
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Williamson III
Gorham B. Wood
Robert C. & Mina Wood
William C. Wooldridge
Marty & Jim Wright

2023-24 Donors, continued
$100-$249

# Deceased  

$99 and under

Gifts in Kind
T.J. Anderson III
Noelle Beverly
Charles Bradner
Daniel Bradway
Byers & Associates
S. Allen Chambers Jr.
John Cook
Ted Delaney
Guy A. Dirom II
Amelia T. Driskill
Carolyn G. Frazier
Mike Garrison
Bob Gillette
William Hansen
Wayne M. Hardison
Leighton Houck
Marjorie Huiner
Bill Inge & Meg Poston
Jamerson Library
Lowell Joerg
Ghislaine Lewis
Edie & Cham Light
Richard W.Loving

Susan & Ed Hunt
William E. & Archer G. Hunt
Edwin & Heidi James
KIrkwood Otey Chapter 10 UDC
Kirkwood Otey IV
Mr. Parker H. Lee III
Lynchburg Chapter NSDAR
Lynchburg Civil War Roundtable
Mr. & Mrs. Carroll D. Mann Jr.
Thomas Marshall IV
Langhorne L. McCarthy
Melinda Mead
The Hon. & Mrs. J. L. Mosby Jr.
Sarah & Matthew Osborn
Carollyn Lee Peerman
Ellen & David Petty
Edward & Carolyn Polloway
Gareth & Katherine Quale
Dr. & Mrs. J. Mott Robertson Jr.
Carole M. Royer
Dr. & Mrs. Richard I. Schwartz
Diana & Kent  Smack
Rebecca S. Spangler
Barry Stephens
Jane Vaughan
Teresa Watson
William B. & Phebe W. Wescott
Vivian H. Williams
James WIlliamson
Martha Wilson
K.H. Woodford
Josephine B. Woods

Langhorne L. McCarthy
Travis McDonald
Bernard Kyle Mundy II
Anne Neff
Alex Owen
Dr. James M. Peery III
Dr. Clifton Potter
Kristin Reedy
Gerard & Carolyn Sherayko
Deborah A. Smith
Melanie Smith
Jerome Snyder
Barry Stephens
Gail M. Stokes
John M. Storton
James Thornhill
Richard Torian
Kay & Kent Van Allen
John Wade
Phyllis Webb
Jim Wright
Peighton Young 

Thank
you!



Connecting across the Community
This year Jones Memorial Library expanded our outreach through tours and library visits for groups across the city.  Visitors included staff from
Lynchburg Public Library, the Library of Virginia, and county libraries.  We also hosted tours for Lynchburg City School staff, area senior centers, and
lineage societies.  In May, JML hosted a SHARE Greater Lynchburg peer-to-peer Lunch & Learn for area non-profit staff (below). To see upcoming
events, visit www.jmlibrary.org/events.

 programs
& tours
offered

annually

20+

Jones Memorial Library is an institutional member of the National Genealogical Society, the Virginia Library Association, the Mid-Atlantic Region
Archives Conference, the Society of American Archivists, and the Virginia Association of Museums.  In 2024-25 our staff will be at fairs and events
across the region and at the VLA and MARAC annual conferences. We look forward to seeing you on the road or at the library!
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