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Reference Assistant Nancy
Jamerson Weiland retires

Genealogy expert and Reference
Assistant Nancy Jamerson Weiland
retired from the library effective May
29, 2026.

Over her 30-year career with The
Jones, Nancy impacted thousands of
researchers and helped connect them
with the library's archival and family
history resources. In recent years,
Nancy shared her expertise with
researchers through targeted
workshops and talks at the library.

Thank you to Nancy for her countless
contributions to the Library over the
years. We will miss her! The Board
and staff wish Nancy a wonderful
retirement as she begins a new life
chapter.

Consider a gift to the Annual Fund in Nancy's honor
and help us meet our fundraising goal before June 30

Donors who make a gift between
July 1, 2025 and June 30, 2026
will be listed in our FY26 annual report later this summer




Genealogy with The Jones and
Avoca Museum

Saturday, June 13 @ 11:00 a.m.

424 Washington Street, Altavista

Join Avoca Museum and The Jones
for a genealogy lecture in Altavista.

We'll share services and resources
that help you uncover the people in
your family tree.

This is a free program. Your RSVP
helps us plan (call 434-369-1076).

Juneteenth
@ The Jones
June 16 - 21

Juneteenth celebrations are
scheduled for Saturday, June 20 at
Miller Park.

In the lead up to the day, stop by
Jones Memorial Library for quick oral
history recording sessions with our
staff. Plus, you can use

JML's own databases for free to get
started on your family history
research.
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Learn the basics of
genealogy and find your
own roots!
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JML On-The-Road

Juneteenth at Miller Park
Saturday, June 21

Stop by our info booth during
Juneteenth celebrations at Miller
Park! Meet staff and learn about the
resources and research at the Jones,
including our current work to name
enslaved persons who lived in the
Lynchburg area in the 1800s.

Juneteenth at Miller Park is a free
celebration to commemorate the
emancipation of enslaved Americans
in 1865.

Memory & Digitization Lab
open for free appointments

JML's Memory & Digitization Lab is
open for appointments.

During the month of June, come and

record favorite stories and memories

with your dad or favorite father figure.

'L_r)hen share the recording for Father's
ay!

Not sure what to talk about? We've
got conversation cards with loads of
ideas to get you started.

Bring a USB drive and an SD or
SDHC card to save your digitized
recording and take it home. You can
also donate a copy of the recording
for long-term preservation in our
collections.

To learn more and book a free
appointment, visit
https://www.jmlibrary.org/lab/

~Juneteenth Freedom and Legacy
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MILLER PARK
LYNCHBURG, VA

JUNETEENTH HISTORIC YEARS
EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION §
YOUTH TALENT
DJ TOO FLY JAMZ
GUEST SPEAKERS
YOUTH ZONE ACTIVITIES
HEALTH FAIR VENDORS
CHAP ( FREE HIV TESTING)
EDUCATIONAL VENDORS
LOCAL BOOK AUTHORS
FOOD TRUCK
BLOOW DRIVE
)

THIS JUNE, BOOK A TIME IN OUR ORAL HISTORY
$TUDIO AND RECORD MEMORIES AND STORIES WITH
YOUR DAD OR FAVORITE GUY - THEN GIVE HIm THE
RECORDING FOR FATHER'S DAY!
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VA Tech Student Designs

On display in the Reading
Room

This summer, view work by the
creative students in Virginia Tech's
Interior Design Studio class.

These semester-long projects
represent a re-imagining of our
Reading Room. Last year we
approached Virginia Tech's interior
design major about providing a
practical learning opportunity for
students. During the Spring semester,
students studied how to design
archival and reference library spaces,
using The Jones Reading Room as a
test case.

Stop by to view the student work and
let us know which ideas and designs
you like most!

Exhibit: READ
SELECT

On view in the Reading Room SUPPRESS
waroors  CENSOR
JML's exhibit about the history of memto  BAN

censorship in Central Virginia T
examines the historical frameworks '

for restrictive efforts that occurred READ
from the 1660s to the 1960s. October 7, 2025 - Avgust 31, 2026

1 ! 2,808 ¢
"REAB" is supported by a Judith F. s 3 e
Krug Memorial Fund Banned Books memoria IR R PO
Week Programming Grant from The i i VA 26501
Freedom to Read Foundation. In
2025 five awardees from across the
nation were selected among a
competitive pool of libraries, schools
and nonprofit organizations to offer
innovative and engaging
programming. "REAB" is free and
open to the public in the JML Reading
Room through August.




Revolutionary Open House

Saturday, July 18
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
The Jones Reading Room

Visit with us during our "Archives Are
Revolutionary" Open House!

All day long we'll have special tours of
the collections, plus activities and
tabletop exhibits to celebrate the
250th anniversary of the American
Revolution.

Discover more about the people who
lived in Central Virginia in 1776 and
learn how Virginians have celebrated
Revolutionary anniversaries in the
past.

This event is free and open to the
public.

LYH GLAM Meet-Up

Thursday, September 17
5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Lynchburg Police Dept. Museum

Staff and volunteers at area
galleries, libraries, archives, and
museums ('GLAM') are invited for a
free networking event and tour with
Katie Jennings at the Lynchburg
Police Department Museum in
September.

Register in advance by emailing

Non-Fiction Book Group: 2026-27

Achives Ale
Revolutionary!

L 8 8 & & ¢

A 250TH OPEN HOUSE
AT THE JONES

Visit the Jones Memorial Library

) Y Reading Room all day for special
: /'/},' activities, tours of the stacks, and to
£ <, 75>~ 3| view historical maps, books, and objects

from our collection.

Discover the people living in Central
Vicginia 250 years ago, and learn how
Virgini: d past i i
of the American Revolution.
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Saturday 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
18 2311 Memorial Avenue
Lynchburg, VA 24501
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Join us for a tour and
get together

09.17.26

5:30-7:00 PM

Lynchburg Police
Department Museum

3405 Odd Fellow Road
Lynchburg, VA 24501

RSVP to Katie Jennings:

@lynchburgva.gov
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The Non-Fiction Book Group meets five times a year. Discussions are on
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. in the Hume Room at Westminster Canterbury and
open to the public. Staff from The Jones and Lynchburg Public Library moderate

discussions.

In 2026-27, the group will read these titles:

August 26, 2026

Frederick Douglass, Prophet of Freedom by David Blight

October 14, 2026

The Transformation of Virginia, 1740-1790 by Rhys Isaa

January 27, 2027
Nonesuch Place by T. Tyler Potterfield

March 31, 2027
Time's Echo by Jeremy Eichler




May 26, 2027
Mr. B.: George Balanchine's 20th Century by Jennifer Romans
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Braxton Family Papers

In May, the library received a generous donation of family and church papers
from Gloria Braxton. The Braxton Family Papers (Accession No. 2026-0012)
consist of materials documenting the religious, civic, and community activities of
Myrtle W. Braxton and her family, primarily centered around Rose Chapel
Baptist Church in Amherst County, Virginia, and the broader African American
community of the Lynchburg/Amherst County region. Materials include cassette
audio recordings, church programs, songbooks, music manuscripts,
photographs, books, DVDs, and personal and organizational papers, spanning
approximately 1936 to 2011. The Jones thanks the Braxton family for the gift of
these materials to our permanent collection.




New Architectural Reference
Section

Thanks to a generous donation by
architectural historian Travis
McDonald, the Jones has a new
reference section for all things
architectural. This collection, with
more than 150 books, includes titles
about houses and architecture. It's a
great resource for genealogists and
homeowners alike!

The collection does not circulate, but
is freely available for use in the
Reading Room.

New staff join The Jones

This month, The Jones welcon)es two
new staff members to our service
team.

Isabella Kilper joins as our Oral
History & Reference Assistant. Bella
has a B.A. from Clemson University
and holds a master's degree from
Trinity College Dublin.

Bella has several years of experience
in the cultural heritage sector,
including roles with Thomas
Jefferson's Poplar Forest, Clemson
Libraries, and the Upcountry History
Museum. At the Jones, Bella will
connect researchers with the library's
resources and will coordinate our new
oral history initiatives to complement
and enhance our existing print
collection.

Returning to the library during
summer 2026 is Matthew Parker.
Matthew is a recent graduate of
Randolph College and has
experience as an intern at the Maier
Museum and as a former volunteer
at The Jones. Matthew will assist with
the re-organization of our
architectural plans and prints, a
process we began in 2024 with the
installation of several flat file
cabinets.

Welcome Bella and Matthew!




Where to park
while LPL renovates

Lakeside Dr

Jones Memorial Library is an
independent genealogy and history MR
archive. We are pleased to share a o et
building with the Lynchburg Public

Library. The Jones is located on the

Entrance

2nd floor while LPL is on the 1st floor. =

During LPL's renovations, we are
open as usual to serve researchers
using our genealogy and history
collections. Parking is available on
both sides of the library parking lot.

= === Walking path to entrance Construction / no parking (@) Ubrary entrance (NE comer)

To learn how to access public library
services during the renovations visit

Jones Memorial Library
2311 Memorial Avenue, Lynchburg VA 24501
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