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The Transformation of Virginia, 1740-1790 

by Rhys Isaa 

492 pages 

 

“One of the best — and most provocative — books written on colonial Anglo-

America over the past decade, it must be the starting point for all further work on 

the subject. Equally important, [Isaac’s] efforts to demonstrate how historians can 

profitably employ some of the tools of symbolic anthropologists . . . deserve close 

inspection.”—Times Literary Supplement 

“[A] gracefully written evocation of eighteenth-century Virginia culture. . . . The 

book convinces us that close attention to commonplace events and their settings 

by someone of Isaac’s ability will give us fresh access to long lost worlds.”—American Historical 

Review. 

 

Truevine 

by Beth Macy 

432 pages 

 

The year was 1899 and the place a sweltering tobacco farm in the Jim Crow South 

town of Truevine, Virginia. George and Willie Muse were two little boys born to a 

sharecropper family. One day a white man offered them a piece of candy, setting 

off events that would take them around the world and change their lives forever. 

 

Captured into the circus, the Muse brothers performed for royalty at Buckingham 

Palace and headlined over a dozen sold-out shows at New York's Madison Square 

Garden. They were global superstars in a pre-broadcast era. But the very root of their success was in the 

color of their skin and in the outrageous caricatures they were forced to assume. Back home, their 

mother never accepted that they were "gone" and spent 28 years trying to get them back. 

Nonesuch Place 

by T. Tyler Potterfield 

160 pages 

 

Intentionally built on the fall line where the Piedmont uplands meet the 

Tidewater region, Richmond has always been a city defined by the land. 

From the time settlers built a city on rugged terrain overlooking the James River, 

the people have changed the land and been changed by it. Whether considering 

the many roles of the ""romantic, wild and beautiful"" James River through the 

centuries, describing the rationale for the location of the Virginia State Capitol 

on Shockoe Hill or relating the struggle to reclaim green space as 

industrialization and urban growth threatened to remove nature from the city, 

Potterfield weaves a tale as ordered as the gridded streets of Richmond and just as rich in history. 



Never Caught 

by Erica Dunbar 

288 pages 

 

When George Washington was elected president, he reluctantly left behind his 

beloved Mount Vernon to serve in Philadelphia, the temporary seat of the nation’s 

capital. In setting up his household he brought along nine slaves, including Ona 

Judge. As the President grew accustomed to Northern ways, there was one change 

he couldn’t abide: Pennsylvania law required enslaved people be set free after six 

months of residency in the state. Rather than comply, Washington decided to 

circumvent the law. Every six months he sent the slaves back down south just as 

the clock was about to expire. 

 

Though Ona Judge lived a life of relative comfort, she was denied freedom. So, when the opportunity 

presented itself one clear and pleasant spring day in Philadelphia, Judge left everything she knew to 

escape to New England. At just twenty-two-years-old, Ona became the subject of an intense manhunt 

led by George Washington, who used his political and personal contacts to recapture his property. 

 

Madison and Jefferson 

by Andrew Burstein & Nancy Isenberg 

848 pages 

  

The third and fourth presidents have long been considered proper gentlemen, with 

Thomas Jefferson’s genius overshadowing James Madison’s judgment and common 

sense. But in this revelatory book about their crucial partnership, both are seen as 

men of their times, hardboiled operatives in a gritty world of primal politics where 

they struggled for supremacy for more than fifty years. Madison and 

Jefferson reveals these founding fathers as privileged young men in a land marked 

by tribal identities rather than a united national personality. Esteemed historians Andrew Burstein and 

Nancy Isenberg capture Madison’s hidden role—he acted in effect as a campaign manager—in 

Jefferson’s career. In riveting detail, the authors chart the courses of two very different presidencies: 

Jefferson’s driven by force of personality, Madison’s sustained by a militancy that history has been 

reluctant to ascribe to him. 

 

The Hidden Galleon 

by John Amrhein Jr. 

523 pages 

 

On September 5, 1750, a Spanish warship named La Galga drove ashore on 

Assateague and came to rest close to shore and partially submerged. Her captain 

described her location as within two ship lengths of the Maryland and Virginia 

boundary. In 1998, a treasure hunter claimed he had located La Galga in 20 feet 

of water just off the deserted beaches of Assateague. But at the end of the 

litigation, all parties had to admit that they did not know where the wreck really 

was. In spite of this, and at the insistence of the federal government, the Fourth 



Circuit Court of Appeals in Richmond, Virginia awarded La Galga to the Kingdom of Spain. Today, that 

case is being cited as precedent by the Kingdom of Spain in its attempt to lay claim to treasure from 

other Spanish shipwrecks.  

 

Seven Virginians 

by John B. Boles 

408 pages 

 

Seven Virginians reveals the integral role played by seven major Virginians 

before, during, and after the American Revolution: George Washington, 

Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, James Monroe, George Mason, Patrick 

Henry, and John Marshall. 

Most accounts of the founding generation focus only on the activities of the 

"big three"―Washington, Jefferson, and Madison―but Boles incorporates the 

key contributions of these other four important figures to the political and legal 

structures that govern the United States to this day. Boles is clear-eyed about 

the Revolutionary generation’s problems and their fading from the scene, inaugurating the beginnings of 

Virginia’s political decline in the early nineteenth century. Boles provides the crucial Virginian piece to 

the ongoing reevaluation of the United States’ founding moment. 

 

 

Lion of Liberty 

by Harlow Giles Unger 

338 pages 

 

Remembered largely for his cry for "liberty or death," Patrick Henry was 

actually the first (and most colorful) of America's Founding Fathers, who 

roused his countrymen to fight government tyranny—both British and 

American. He was the first to call Americans to arms against Britain, first to 

demand a bill of rights, and first to fight the growth of big government after the 

Revolution. 

This biography is history at its best, telling a story both human and philosophical. As historian Harlow 

Giles Unger points out, Henry's words continue to echo across America and inspire millions to fight 

government intrusion in their daily lives. 

  



AMERICAN HISTORY 

 

Founding Gardeners 

by Andrea Wulf 

368 pages 

 

For the Founding Fathers, gardening, agriculture, and botany were elemental 

passions: a conjoined interest as deeply ingrained in their characters as the battle for 

liberty and a belief in the greatness of their new nation. 

 

Founding Gardeners is an exploration of that obsession, telling the story of the 

revolutionary generation from the unique perspective of their lives as gardeners, 

plant hobbyists, and farmers. Acclaimed historian Andrea Wulf describes how George Washington 

wrote letters to his estate manager even as British warships gathered off Staten Island; how a tour of 

English gardens renewed Thomas Jefferson’s and John Adams’s faith in their fledgling nation; and why 

James Madison is the forgotten father of environmentalism. Through these and other stories, Wulf 

reveals a fresh, nuanced portrait of the men who created our nation. 

 

 

The Other Slavery 

by Andrés Reséndez 

448 pages 

 

Since the time of Columbus, Indian slavery was illegal in much of the American 

continent. Yet, as Andrés Reséndez illuminates in his myth-shattering The Other 

Slavery, it was practiced for centuries as an open secret. There was no abolitionist 

movement to protect the tens of thousands of Natives who were kidnapped and 

enslaved by the conquistadors. 

 

Reséndez builds the incisive case that it was mass slavery—more than 

epidemics—that decimated Indian populations across North America. Through riveting new evidence, 

including testimonies of courageous priests, rapacious merchants, and Indian captives, The Other 

Slavery reveals nothing less than a key missing piece of American history. 

 

 

Frederick Douglass, Prophet of Freedom 

By David Blight 

913 pages 

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize 

 

As a young man Frederick Douglass (1818–1895) escaped from slavery in 

Baltimore, Maryland. He was fortunate to have been taught to read by his slave 

owner mistress, and he would go on to become one of the major literary figures of 

his time. His very existence gave the lie to slave owners: with dignity and great 

intelligence he bore witness to the brutality of slavery. 



 

Initially mentored by William Lloyd Garrison, Douglass spoke widely, using his own story to condemn 

slavery. By the Civil War, Douglass had become the most famed and widely travelled orator in the 

nation. In his unique and eloquent voice, written and spoken, Douglass was a fierce critic of the United 

States as well as a radical patriot. After the war he sometimes argued politically with younger African 

Americans, but he never forsook either the Republican party or the cause of black civil and political 

rights. 

 

The Family Roe: An American Story  

by Joshua Prager  

672 pages 

 

Despite her famous pseudonym, no one knows the truth about “Jane Roe”, Norma 

McCorvey (1947-2017), whose unwanted pregnancy in 1970 opened a great fracture 

in American life. Journalist Joshua Prager spent years with Norma, discovered her 

personal papers, a previously unseen trove, and witnessed her final moments. With 

an explosive revelation at the core of the case, he tells her full story for the first 

time. 

 

Prager also traces Roe’s 50-year trajectory through three compelling figures: feminist lawyer Linda 

Coffee, who filed the original Texas lawsuit yet now lives in obscurity; Curtis Boyd, a former 

fundamentalist Christian, today a leading provider of third-trimester abortions; and Mildred Jefferson, 

the first Black female Harvard Medical School graduate, who became a pro-life leader with great 

secrets. 

 

Wilmington’s Lie 

by David Zucchino 

448 pages 

Pulitzer Prize winner 

 

By the 1890s, Wilmington was North Carolina’s largest city and a shining example 

of a mixed-race community. It was a bustling port city with a burgeoning African 

American middle class and a Fusionist government of Republicans and Populists 

that included black aldermen, police officers and magistrates. There were 

successful black-owned businesses and an African American newspaper, The 

Record. But across the state—and the South—white supremacist Democrats were working to reverse the 

advances made by former slaves and their progeny. 

In 1898, in response to a speech calling for white men to rise to the defense of Southern womanhood 

against the supposed threat of black predators, Alexander Manly, the outspoken young Record editor, 

wrote that some relationships between black men and white women were consensual. His editorial 

ignited outrage across the South, with calls to lynch Manly. 

In Wilmington’s Lie, Pulitzer Prize-winner David Zucchino uses contemporary newspaper accounts, 

diaries, letters and official communications to create a gripping and compelling narrative that weaves 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_audible_1?ie=UTF8&search-alias=audible&field-keywords=Joshua+Prager


together individual stories of hate and fear and brutality. This is a dramatic and definitive account of a 

remarkable but forgotten chapter of American history. 

 

 

Amity and Prosperity 

by Eliza Griswold 

336 pages 

Pulitzer Prize Winner 

 

Eliza Griswold tells the story of the energy boom’s impact on a small town at the 

edge of Appalachia and one woman’s transformation from a struggling single 

parent to an unlikely activist. 

 

Stacey Haney is a local nurse working hard to raise two kids and keep up her 

small farm when the fracking boom comes to her hometown of Amity, 

Pennsylvania. Intrigued by reports of lucrative natural gas leases in her neighbors’ mailboxes, she strikes 

a deal with a Texas-based energy company.  

 

Drawing on seven years of immersive reporting, Griswold reveals what happens when an imperiled 

town faces a crisis of values, and a family wagers everything on an improbable quest for justice. 

 

 

Mr. B: George Balanchine’s 20th Century 

By Jennifer Romans 

784 pages 

Winner of the Plutarch Award for Best Biography and the Marfield Prize for 

Arts Writing  

Arguably the greatest choreographer who ever lived, George Balanchine was 

one of the cultural titans of the twentieth century—The New York Times called 

him “the Shakespeare of dancing.” His radical approach to choreography—and 

life—reinvented the art of ballet and made him a legend. Written with enormous 

style and artistry, and based on more than one hundred interviews and research 

in archives across Russia, Europe, and the Americas, Mr. B carries us through 

Balanchine’s tumultuous and high-pitched life story and into the making of his 

extraordinary dances. 

 

With full access to Balanchine’s papers and many of his dancers, Jennifer Homans, the dance critic 

for The New Yorker and a former dancer herself, has spent more than a decade researching Balanchine’s 

life and times to write a vast history of the twentieth century through the lens of one of its greatest 

artists: the definitive biography of the man his dancers called Mr. B. 

  



WORLD HISTORY 

 

Notes on a Foreign Country 

by Suzy Hansen 

274 pages 

 

In the wake of the September 11 attacks and the US-led invasion of Iraq, Suzy 

Hansen, who grew up in an insular conservative town in New Jersey, was 

enjoying early success as a journalist for a high-profile New York newspaper. 

Seeking to understand the Muslim world that had been reduced to scaremongering 

headlines, she moved to Istanbul. 

Over the course of her many years of living in Turkey and traveling in Greece, 

Egypt, Afghanistan, and Iran, she learned a great deal about these countries and their cultures and 

histories and politics. But the greatest, most unsettling surprise would be what she learned about her own 

country—and herself, an American abroad in the era of American decline.  

Notes on a Foreign Country is a moving reflection on America's place in the world. It is a powerful 

journey of self-discovery and revelation—a profound reckoning with what it means to be American in a 

moment of grave national and global turmoil. 

 

Wild Thing: A Life of Paul Gauguin 

by Sue Prideaux 

416 pages 

Shortlisted for the 2024 Baillie Gifford Prize 

Winner of the 2025 American Library in Paris Book Award 

Longlisted for the 2025 National Book Critics Circle Awards 

 

Paul Gauguin’s legend as a transgressive genius arises as much from his 

biography as his aesthetically daring Polynesian paintings. Gauguin is chiefly 

known for his pictures that eschewed convention, to celebrate the beauty of an 

indigenous people and their culture. In this gorgeously illustrated, myth-busting 

work, Sue Prideaux reveals that while Gauguin was a complicated man, his 

scandalous reputation is largely undeserved. 

In the first full biography of Paul Gauguin in thirty years, Sue Prideaux illuminates the extraordinary 

oeuvre of a visionary artist vital to the French avant-garde. The result is “a brilliantly readable and 

compassionate study of Gauguin―not just as a painter, sculptor, carver and potter, but as a human soul 

perpetually searching for what is always just out of reach.” 



Time’s Echo: Music, Memory, and the Second World War 

by Jeremy Eichler 

400 pages 

Finalist for the Baillie Gifford Prize for Non-Fiction  

 

When it comes to how societies remember these increasingly distant dreams and 

catastrophes, we often think of history books, archives, documentaries, or 

memorials carved from stone. But in Time’s Echo, the award-winning critic and 

cultural historian Jeremy Eichler makes a passionate and revelatory case for the 

power of music as culture’s memory, an art form uniquely capable of carrying 

forward meaning from the past. 

 

With a critic’s ear, a scholar’s erudition, and a novelist’s eye for detail, Eichler shows how four towering 

composers—Richard Strauss, Arnold Schoenberg, Dmitri Shostakovich, and Benjamin Britten—lived 

through the era of the Second World War and the Holocaust and later transformed their experiences into 

deeply moving, transcendent works of music, scores that echo lost time.  


